Hugh Ross:  General Teachings/Activities 
-  Hugh Ross (born 1945) is president and founder of Reasons to Believe, Inc., a Progressive Creationist ministry located in Pasadena, California. Yet, Reasons To Believe claims to be "an organization dedicated to showing how the latest scientific discoveries point to the God of the Bible, the Creator. Reasons To Believe was founded in 1986 with the desire to reach the secular scientific community with the truth of the Gospel. Ross has a Ph.D. in Astronomy from the University of Toronto, and is the former Minister of Evangelism at the Sierra Madre Congregational Church. Ross has authored three books, two of which have become very controversial, The Fingerprint of God (1989) and Creation and Time (1994).  Dr. Ross is a professing Christian (??) currently in full-time, non-denominational ministry dealing with apologetics, especially Bible and science issues. Ross is perhaps the most visible spokesman for Progressive Creationism, a belief which opposes both atheistic evolutionism and historic Christianity's understanding of Biblical creationism. At best, then, Ross is a theistic evolutionist. He has become increasingly well-known as he has appeared on many "Christian" radio and television programs and spoken before numerous audiences (see list at end of this report). Ross packages his beliefs in a way that appears Biblically conservative and evangelical; thus, Ross prominently displays endorsements of his books from many respected evangelicals (so-called) (see list at end of this report).  Ross's views contrast sharply with those of fundamentalist, evangelical Christians who accept a literal, six-day Creation and a young Earth. Moreover, in some cases, Ross's stand on foundational Biblical issues is heretical at best and neo-orthodox at worst (see numbers 2, 4, and 11 below). The following documented listing of Ross's teachings has been compiled from the work of a variety of Bible-science organizations: See ICR, Creation Ministries, Answers in Genesis, for example.

1. Origin of the Universe (the Big Bang). Dr. Ross teaches that the universe is 17 billion years old, plus or minus 3 billion years. He maintains that the universe began with a God-engineered "Big Bang," and that the stars and planets evolved into their present form and positions during these billions of years -- eventually resulting in the formation of Earth approximately 5 billion years ago. Ross claims that the Big Bang Theory has been "undeniably" proven, and he has taught the theory so strongly that if it were abandoned by the majority of scientists, as one day may be the case, it will be a major embarrassment to his ministry. [See: Creation and Time, pp. 91-118, 129; The Fingerprint of God, first edition (1989), pp. 158-159; Hugh Ross, "Why Big Bang Opponents Never Say Die," Facts & Faith newsletter, Vol. 4, No. 4 (Winter 1990-91).] 
[NOTE: God's Word provides lists of generations between Adam and Jesus Christ. Even if there were a few gaps in the lists, it would be absurd to accept insertions of tens of thousands (or even millions) of years in the genealogy. Actually, the great majority of scientific age estimation methods indicate a young earth. Dr. Ross's bias is apparent in his willingness to accept only those scientific methods that agree with his belief in billions of years. In the final analysis, none of man's scientific age estimation methods can be considered foolproof, young or old. We would prefer to stick with the testimony of the only eyewitness, God.]

2. Origin of the Stars and Planets (order of creation). In contrast to Scripture, Dr. Ross teaches that the sun, moon, and stars were created even before the first "day" (i.e., "in the beginning"), rather than on the fourth day as stated in Genesis. He says that most of the stars existed long before Earth's creation; i.e., that approximately 10-15 billion years of stellar evolution occurred prior to the Creation Week. (Note: Thus, he claims that not all of the heavens and earth were created in six days as the Bible plainly states in Ex. 20:11.) Dr. Ross claims that Genesis 1 describes Creation from the point of view of one standing on the earth, and that the sun, moon, and stars did not become visible until the fourth day. He believes the stars were not created instantaneously, but they evolved by the physical laws of nature put into place by God: "This entire process of stellar evolution is by natural process alone. We do not have to invoke Divine intervention at any stage in the history of the life-cycle of the stars that we observe." According to Dr. Ross, many stars had long ceased to exist by the time of Adam's creation: "The planets and life-essential elements are the burned-up remains -- i.e., ashes -- of [the Big Bang's] hydrogen gas." [See: The Fingerprint of God, first edition (1989), pp. 158-159, 165-169; Creation and Time, pp. 52, 131, 148-151; Hugh Ross, "Why Big Bang Opponents Never Say Die," Facts & Faith newsletter, Vol. 4, No. 4 (Winter 1990-91); Hugh Ross, "Species Development: Natural Process or Divine Action" audiotape, (Reasons to Believe, 1990).]

3. Creation Week (not days, but billions of years). Dr. Ross teaches that the Creation of the heavens and Earth took place about 4.6 billion years ago during six long, partially-overlapping periods, not 24 hour type days. [See: The Fingerprint of God, first edition (1989), pp. 146-155.] "Based on scientific dating records, each of God's creation days is several hundred million years long." [Hugh Ross, Genesis 1: A Scientific Perspective, Revised Edition (Sierra Madre, California: Wiseman Productions, 1983), p 11.] Dr. Ross teaches that we are currently in the 7th Day -- a day that began after God made Adam and Eve, and which will not end until the beginning of the New Heavens and New Earth. [See: Creation and Time, pp. 59, 91-118.] 

4. Origin of Death (not a result of sin). Dr. Ross strongly teaches that the existence of physical death in our world is not due to Adam's sin. He claims that death was created by God as a basic part of earthly existence since the beginning of life, and that physical death and animal predation existed for billions of years throughout the world prior to Adam's sin. (Note: If death and bloodshed preceded Adam's rebellion against God, then what are "the wages of sin" and how did the entrance of sin change things? And if death proceeded sin, then death is not the penalty for sin, and Christ's death on the cross accomplished nothing!) [See: The Fingerprint of God, first edition (1989), pp. 153-155, 159-160; "Reasons to Believe," 90-second radio spots No. 47 & 48 (February 1991); Hugh Ross: "Focus on the Family" radio program, April 18, 1991.]

5. No Original Paradise. Dr. Ross does not believe the Garden of Eden was free of death, pain, suffering, or degeneration -- a world created in perfection. According to Dr. Ross, there was no original paradise, except in the sense that Adam walked with God, experienced less pain than we do, and experienced no sin initially. He believes that death and degeneration existed in the beginning and have continued for billions of years. He also teaches that neither the fall to sin nor the Flood resulted in significant physical changes in Nature. Dr. Ross claims that our planet has always been subject to catastrophes and violent predation. He says that long before Adam, there were supernovas and collisions with meteorites that wiped out millions of animals and caused "mass extinction." There were floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, harmful mutations, and diseases of all sorts. In other words, God used "random, wasteful, inefficiencies" to create the world into which Adam was placed. [Creation and Time, pp. 55, 65-69, 88; Hugh Ross, "Species Development: Natural Process or Divine Action" audiotape, tape 2, side 1 (Reasons to Believe, 1990).] 
[NOTE: According to the Bible, death (both physical and spiritual) entered the world through man's sin (Gen. 2:17; 3:19, Rom. 5:12; 6:23; 1 Cor. 15:20-23). The Bible indicates that our world is very different from the one which God created and pronounced as "very good." The Bible clearly says animals were not created carnivorous; God originally commanded them to eat plants -- see Gen. 1:29-30, etc. Because of sin, God cursed the ground and physical creation (Gen. 3:17). Scripture says the whole creation has been affected by man's sin, causing it to groan as it awaits freedom from bondage to decay (Rom. 8:20-22). The global Flood judgment changed earth even more (Gen. 8:21). One day God will restore paradise. Once again the lion will lie down with the lamb.]

6. Origin of Species: Progressive Creations (amoeba to man). Dr. Ross defines Progressive Creationism as "the hypothesis that God has increased the complexity of life on earth by successive creations of new life forms over billions of years while miraculously changing the earth to accommodate the new life." [Quote is from "Dinosaurs and Hominids" audiotape, Reasons to Believe (1990).] In fact, Dr. Ross accepts a history of life very similar to that outlined by Evolutionist Stephen Jay Gould. Gould's Punctuated Equilibrium theory describes slow progress by natural means, interspersed with mass extinctions and sudden, rapid advances. For Dr. Ross, the advances are the result of a multitude of Divine miracles. He seems to accept far more miraculous creations ("hundreds of millions of species of life") than most Progressive Creationists when he claims to "deny any significant biological evolution over time scales long or short." Elsewhere, Dr. Ross seems to have a different attitude when he says that "many of the changes that take place within the biological arena [are] by natural process natural selection, mutational advance " He teaches that for billions of years before Adam, major disasters befell the animals, including supernovas, asteroid impacts, etc. As a result, animals frequently became extinct, never to be seen by man. God stepped in many times to create replacements or improved models -- sometimes completely abandoning entire groups of animals, changing the previous course of life on earth. Eventually, God created Adam and Eve from the dust, but after the majority of the earth's history had already taken place. The order of creation was from amoeba to man. Thus, for Progressive Creationists, creation was an extremely long process interspersed with numerous miraculous events which produced new forms of animals and plants. [See: Hugh Ross, "Open Line" radio program (Moody, April 1994); Creation and Time, p. 83; "Species Development," audiotape; "Dinosaurs and Hominids," audiotape (Reasons to Believe, 1990).]

7. Hominids (man-like creatures). Dr. Ross: "Bipedal, tool-using, large-brained hominids roamed the earth at least as long ago as one million years. New evidence indicates that the hominid species may have gone extinct before, or as a result of, the appearance of man. Starting about 2 to 4 million years ago, God began creating man-like mammals." Although some of these creatures looked completely human (e.g., Cro-Magnon, Neanderthal), "used tools, buried their dead, and painted on cave walls," they were actually animals and "had no spirits." Ross has stated that the major difference between men and hominids is that humans were "the first spirit creatures." [See: The Fingerprint of God, first edition (1989), pp. 159-160; "Genesis One, Dinosaurs, and Cavemen," (Reasons to Believe, 1989);Creation and Time, p. 88, etc.]

8. Origin of Man. Dr. Ross teaches that man was created by God from the dust of the Earth, but not on the last of six 24-hour type days, as the Bible teaches. Humans were created somewhere between 6,000 and 60,000 years ago -- after the majority of Earth's supposed history had already taken place, and after billions of years of animal life and death. [Note: The Bible says that "from the beginning of the creation (not 17 billion years after the beginning) God made them male and female." (Mark 10:6)] Dr. Ross: "If the time since the creation of the universe were scaled down to a single year, the whole of human history would be less than one minute." [See: The Fingerprint of God, first edition (1989), pp. 159-160, 178-179; Creation and Time, pp. 140-141; Hugh Ross, "Open Line" radio program with Chris Fabry (Moody, April and May, 1994).]

9. Pre-Flood World. According to Dr. Ross, the pre-Flood world was basically identical to the post-Flood world -- same geology and paleontology, no significant environmental changes. He claims that rain began during the second Creation Day when the modern atmosphere was created billions of years before the creation of Adam. (Note: The Bible specifically says there was no rain until at least the sixth day, which for Dr. Ross would be billions of years after plants and animals had first been created.) Incredibly, Dr. Ross has also claimed that before the Flood "probably at least 19 out of 20 people were dying a death of murder. That's what was keeping the people from living a long period of time." (Note: To the contrary, the Bible indicates pre-Flood lifespans were generally very long. The average for the patriarchs was 912 years. In addition, such violent conditions would cause people to scatter all over the world -- a problem for Dr. Ross because he teaches the Flood was local, not global.) [Hugh Ross, "The Flood" audiotape (Reasons to Believe, 1990).] 

10. Noah's Flood (regional, not global). Dr. Ross teaches that the Flood of Noah's day did not cover the entire planet nor all Earth's mountains of the day. Rather, Noah and animals floated on a shallow, temporary inland sea (22 feet deep), somehow covering the Mesopotamian region; thus, it was a regional flood which destroyed all mankind (except Noah and his family). He believes that the Flood did not destroy animals outside of man's sphere of influence; death was basically limited to those "livestock, poultry, game animals," and any other birds and mammals that had contact with man. [See: Facts & Faith, Reasons to Believe's quarterly newsletter, multiple part article on the Flood, 1989-91, especially parts 7 and 8 (Fall and Winter 1990); Hugh Ross, "Noah's Floating Zoo," Facts & Faith newsletter Vol. 4 (Fall 1990), pp. 4-5; Creation and Time, p. 73; Hugh Ross, "The Flood," audiotape (Reasons to Believe, 1990).] 
[NOTE: Dr. Ross claims that earth's entire human population was limited to this Mesopotamian region. Yet, the Bible clearly states that every land animal and bird on the face of the earth was wiped out (Genesis 6:7; 7:21-23). Dr. Ross teaches that most of the animals of the world were not affected, only those animals in Mesopotamia. Of course, few, if any, of these animals were unique to the region. According to Dr. Ross, all of today's land animals and birds are not descended from the creatures on the Ark. In other words, God required Noah to consume 120 years of his life building a huge boat to save representative animals which really didn't need to be saved. Most, if not all, of these animals were alive and well in other parts of the world. In Dr. Ross's scenario, dry land is just over the horizon all along. Despite the lack of necessity, God keeps Noah trapped in this boat full of animals under these strange circumstances for over a year.]

11. "Dual Revelation" Theology. Dr. Ross frequently says that Nature is "the sixty-seventh book" of the Bible; he tends to treat Nature as equal in authority to the written revelation of God (the Bible), and that neither is "inferior or superior" to the other. Dr. Ross believes that Nature provides an accurate understanding of God and His plan for history. They are simply "different, just like the content of Ezra is distinct from that of Romans" (Creation and Time, p. 57). He proceeds to accept most of the interpretations of secular science while attempting to maintain the doctrine of Biblical inerrancy. He has accused young-earth creationists of believing in "Single-Revelation Theology" and denying "physical reality." He holds the unorthodox theological view that, "The plan of salvation as stated in the Bible can be seen through observation of the universe around us." For example, he teaches that Job "without the aid of scriptures discerned all the elements of 'the gospel,' the good news of how man can find eternal life in God." [See: The Fingerprint of God, second edition (1989), pp. 144-145, 163-164, 179-181; Creation and Time, pp. 11, 41, 55-57, 123; Hugh Ross, "Creation Days," audiotape (Reasons to Believe, 1990); "Hugh Ross's Apologetics Hot Line," Christianity Today (March 11, 1991), p. 23.] 
[NOTE: It is important to understand that: (1) Nature has no speech or voice (Psalm 19:3). Therefore, Nature is subject to Man's misinterpretation, as the history of science has repeatedly demonstrated; (2) Man is particularly limited in his ability to know the ancient past with certainty. We have no time machines to travel back and examine actual events. Secular scientists who describe in great detail ancient animals and environments are guessing, making assumptions, and hypothesizing; (3) The world and the universe have changed since their creation. The Fall and the global Flood of Noah greatly marred the perfection of God's creations. What we have now is different in many ways from what God originally created; (4) We humans are quite ungod-like in our abilities and understanding. We are sinful, finite creatures with an enormous inclination to believe in lies. Earth is under the dominion of the Father of Lies -- Satan. Our understanding of this universe is very incomplete and fallible. Scientific opinions are often biased and change regularly, sometimes radically. Dr. Ross even goes so far as to make the strange claim that "in addition to the words of the Bible being 'God-breathed useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in righteousness,' so also are the words of God spoken through the work of His hands" (Creation and Time, p. 56). Dr. Ross elevates the message of creation beyond its natural limitations. On many matters, it is naive, pompous, and exceedingly dangerous to rate sinful man's incomplete and changing understanding of this degenerating universe as equal in clarity with the written Word of God! Such views have led to dreadful errors. The Bible has demonstrated its beautiful accuracy again and again, in contrast to the "scientific" pronouncements of men which have frequently been wrong and often dominated by blinding bias.] 
Partial List of Recent Appearances by Hugh Ross:
Trinity Broadcasting Network (15-part weekly series, "Reasons to Believe," featuring Dr. Ross (begun October 23, 1991 and continuing today broadcasting the contents of Creation and Time), plus various appearances on the "Praise the Lord" program with Paul and Jan Crouch (nationwide television in the U.S. plus 33 foreign countries); "Focus on the Family" radio programs with Dr. James Dobson, April 17-18, 1991, and September 1992 (Tape CS721); Wheaton College (March 19, 1992); (GLASS) Greater Los Angeles Sunday Schools Convention; "Today's Reasons to Believe," 90-second radio feature program series on some Christian radio stations in America; Lausanne Commission for World Evangelization meetings in Moscow and Kiev; various seminary lectures which according to Dr. Ross's publications include Trinity Evangelical Divinity School (an arm of the Evangelical Free Church of America) and Fuller Theological Seminary; CBMC meetings; Moody Broadcasting Network's "Open Line" radio program (WMBI, March 18, 1992); Craig Hawkins "Talk from the Heart" radio program; Rich Buhler's "Table Talk" radio program; many churches, Christian conference centers, Christian schools, Christian radio and television stations (U.S. and Canadian), secular universities, etc. 


Endorsers of Hugh Ross and/or His Books:
Bill Bright -- Campus Crusade for Christ
R.C. Sproul -- Ligonier Ministries
Norman Geisler -- Southern Evangelical Seminary
David Hocking -- Calvary Chapel Costa Mesa
Harold Lindsell -- former editor of Christianity Today
Don Richardson -- author of Peace Child and Eternity in Their Heart
Ralph D. Winter -- US Center for World Mission
Earl Radmacher -- former president of Western Conservative Baptist Seminary
Walter Kaiser -- Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary and editor of Christianity Today
Stan Oakes -- Christian Leadership Ministries, Campus Crusade for Christ
Jim Barney -- InterVarsity Christian Fellowship of Canada
Ted Martin -- International School of Theology, Campus Crusade for Christ
John Ankerberg -- The John Ankerberg Show
James Dobson -- Focus on the Family
Days of Creation 
Dr. Ross accepts the idea that the days of Genesis 1 were not literal days, but were indeterminately long periods of time. Dr. Ross notes: 
The Earth's 24-hour day (verses 14-18) took on temporal significance only when the signs, the heavenly reference points (sun, moon, and stars), became visible. There is no a priori reason to assume that the Earth's day and each of God's creation days represent the same period of time....In the strictest sense, a day is the rotation period of a heavenly body. In the time of Moses people were familiar with only one such day. But, God had some 10^26 spinning bodies in the universe from which to choose. Based on scientific dating records, each of God's creation days is several hundred millions years long.[1]
To compare this position to ICR's position, see my article, The Meaning of `Day' in Genesis ("Impact" No. 184).
Noah's Flood 
Dr. Ross and his Reasons to Believe organization teach that the extent of the flood was only local, around the Mesopotamian plain. They state: 
Despite this consideration, (that a worldwide flood would require more water than the earth and the atmosphere can hold) the description of the flood does read as if the water covered the entire globe. Perhaps, however, we are forgetting that the writer would have had no concept of planet or globe. "The whole earth" or "the face of the whole earth" to an ancient might mean something like "from horizon to horizon," or, "as far as anyone has ever ventured." The size and sphericity of the earth are relatively recent discoveries.[2]
One of the reasons that Dr. Ross believes in a local flood is that he believes only the birds and mammals were killed. He says: 
A close examination of the text reveals that only two Hebrew words are used in the Genesis flood account to refer to the animals destroyed by the flood, and to those taken aboard the ark. The words are nephesh and basar. The word nephesh translates as "soulish" animals and refers to those creatures endowed with characteristics of mind, will, and emotions, creatures with a unique capacity to relate to humans. We call them mammals and birds. It is their soulishness which makes them particularly susceptible to the effects of man's sin. The word basar refers more specifically to those birds and mammals that are part of man's economic system, that is, to livestock, poultry, game animals, any birds or mammals that have had contact with man.[3]
Origin of Death and Carnivorous Activity 
Dr. Ross teaches that man's spiritual death originated when Adam fell. Commenting on Romans 5:12, Dr. Ross observes: 
The key point is that Romans 5:12 is addressing neither physical nor soulish death. When Adam sinned, he instantly "died," just as God said he would ("In the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die" [Genesis 2:17]). Yet, he remained alive physically and soulishly. He died spiritually. He lost fellowship with God and gained a natural inclination to defy God.[4]
ICR agrees that Adam's sin inaugurated spiritual death. However, Adam's sin (Romans 5:12-21, 8:18-25, I Corinthians 15:21-22) inaugurated more than just spiritual death. Yet Dr. Ross teaches that Adam's sin had nothing at all to do with physical death. He also relates human and animal meat eating to the natural order of God's creation. Dr. Ross comments: 
Since overwhelming scientific evidence shows that plants and animals died before Adam, the Bible seems to contradict the facts of nature. It is difficult for us to see physical death as something good since a spiritual being's death implies so much more than it does for plants and animals. All organisms are like engines in that they only can operate through the consumption of energy. Plants convert solar energies into sugars, starches and fats that they later draw upon for life functions. But it is physically impossible for any photosynthetic system to sustain the large energy expenditures common for advanced animals. For these animals to engage in their activities, they must consume the stored solar energy available in plant tissue. This requires the physical death of that plant tissue. For greater energy efficiency, animals will need to consume the tissue of other animals. Physical death, then, for creatures that possess neither the soul or spirit is simply the processing of energy into more concentrated forms and is essential for the existence of all highly active animals.[5]
One might compare this statement with my article entitled Death Before Sin? ("Impact" No. 191), in which the relevant Biblical doctrines are shown to contradict Ross's position, and in which plants, while alive in the biological sense are not "living" in the Biblical sense, (which requires "breath," "spirit,"
 and "blood") and the eating of plants does not constitute Biblical death.
Suffering and Evil 
Many have denied God's goodness and love by what they see in the world. In a recent radio interview, Dr. Ross gave his view on the origin of suffering and evil in the following dialogue: 
Question: Let me ask you a really tough question, one that I don't know the answer to. But death and suffering, and sorrow and pain were introduced into this earth by Adam's and Eve's sin. So how could there have been billions of years of animals eating each other, and the stronger devouring the weaker and dominating the weaker, and so on? How could there have been all of that suffering and pain prior to Adam's sin?
Ross: Well, I think we're putting a human perspective on it. It looks bad, from our perspective - as does physical death. But the Bible says that the physical death we experience is a gift, it's not a punishment - it's a gift. That's one of the first things that God did was to remove from us the tree of life. Now God is using physical death as a tool for our redemption. Now when you talk about animals eating one another, we tend to think of that as bad. But what does it tell us in Romans 5:12 - what Adam introduced was not death generally, but death through sin. The only animals that can experience death through sin are sinners, human beings. We're the only ones that the Bible labels as sinners, the animals are not part of that. The other animals, as Ecclesiastes points out, when they die, they go to dust.... So, I think, if we stand back and try to gain God's perspective on the suffering, on the death, you know, just like eternal torment in hell. That doesn't seem to jive with God's love. Yet the Bible declares that that's an expression of God's love. That should challenge us, as we study the Bible, I want to dig deeper in this, and see how love is revealed through torment in hell, through animals and plants dying....[6]
Dr. Ross is saying, then, that God created the world with death, pain, and suffering from the very beginning, and that such things did not come as a result of Adam's rebellion against God's created order.
Gospel According to Creation 
Dr. Ross teaches that nature reveals God's plan of salvation to mankind. He sees Job as an example of one who is saved by his examination of nature alone. Dr. Ross says: 
The Bible is the only religious text that teaches a cosmology in full agreement with the latest astrophysical discoveries. The plan of salvation as stated in the Bible can be seen through observation of the universe around us. Thus, all human beings have a chance to discover it. The Bible is the only one of all religious writings which declares a message in full agreement with (and, of course, amplification of) the gospel message seen in creation.... 
More than speaking merely of God's existence, the creation, according to Romans 1, also reveals essential truths about God's character, which would include His desire and means to form a relationship with man. As an illustration of the accessibility of that information, the Bible includes Job (Job 7-19), who without the aid of scriptures, and in opposition to the religion of his peers, discerned all the elements of "the gospel," the good news of how man can find eternal life in God.[7]
Days of Creation 
Dr. Ross, as the last article stated, accepts the idea that the "days" of Genesis 1 are long periods of time, yet, he also maintains that these creative days overlap. God would create one kind of animal over two or three of those "long" days.
To insist that the creation event of Genesis must be specifically limited to the creation days in which they are mentioned is to read too much in to the text. It can more reasonably be stated that each event or life-form was primarily introduced on the creation day indicated and that each creation day was preeminently one of the introduction of the event or life-form(s) described. For example, though most of the lower vertebrates were introduced on the fifth day, a few may have been introduced on the fourth and sixth days.[1]
One can see that Dr. Ross, for example, has plants being created from Day Three possibly through Day Five. Stars could be created through all six or seven days. To compare this idea with the literal view of the creation period, see the ICR book, Scientific Creationism, pp. 203-255. Or, for that matter, just read Genesis 1, and assume God meant what He said!
Age of the Earth and Universe 
The topic of the age of the earth and universe came up on a popular radio program on which Dr. Ross was a recent guest speaker. This is the dialogue that took place between the interviewer and Dr. Ross:
Interviewer: "Not all Christians agree that the earth is three-and-a-half to four-billion years old. You do, I do, in an unqualified way. Explain why you believe that?" 
Ross: "Well, it's because of the strength of the scientific evidence. I mean, it's really impossible to interpret the universe without accepting a creation date billions of years ago. But I'd also like to look at the Bible and say that I want to have a consistent interpretation of what the Bible is saying about the moment of creation, whereby Hebrews and Psalms and other chapters of the Bible do not contradict what's in Genesis. But I have to accept the long-day interpretation; not the short-day interpretation. This is not an important doctrine. What's essential for the Christian faith is who creates, and how He creates. When is immaterial."[2]
We would agree with Dr. Ross that the "who" and "how" are essential. Yet when one understands that God created by fiat miracle, and not through long natural processes, the "when" is part of the "how."
Stellar and Planetary Formation 
Dr. Ross accepts the standard evolutionary view of the origin of the universe -- namely, that there was a "Big Bang" at the start of both time and space.
This is the typical explanation, using naturalistic means, to explain the origin of the universe. However, this does not bring either stars or planets into existence. He thus summarizes the stages bringing into existence the solar system:
The initial evolution of the solar system. The solar system began as a giant interstellar cloud. Then it collapsed into a flattened disk. Then separated into a series of concentric rings that eventually coalesced into proto planets.[3] caption of an illustration
Fossil Record and Biological Evolution 
Dr. Ross accepts the current evolutionary interpretation of the fossil record known as punctuated equilibrium. He believes that some animal species have appeared suddenly at various times throughout the earth's billions of years when God directly intervened to create the "higher animals." He leaves open the possibility that God used evolution to create the "lower animals."
When we examine the fossil record, we see a growing proliferation of life forms through time. Though biologists describe various species as "transitional," we still find no evidence for one life form transforming itself into a distinctly different life form. A species suddenly appears, exists for a relatively long period of time with no significant changes, goes extinct, and much later is replaced with one or more distinctly different species. In the animal kingdom, at least, no evidence for any natural process or means of replacement exists. Likewise, in the Bible, God declares, that for the higher animals He directly intervenes in the natural order to create new species, and that these new life forms reproduce "after their kind." In the book of Psalms, God speaks of His creating life forms to replace those that have died off.[4]
A more consistent creationist view can be found in Evolution: The Challenge of the Fossil Record by Dr. Duane Gish.**
Dr. Ross also teaches that there were many catastrophes that caused extinctions. These catastrophes may have been floods, earthquakes, or meteors striking the earth. However, he rejects the Noahic flood as worldwide; it was only one of many local floods. Dr. Ross says:
The earth's geological history and biological history have been shaped by these events as well as by other natural processes. Both the Bible and geology speak of probability-defying, life-supportive surface conditions for planet earth, of the miraculous appearance of living things in greater and greater complexity through millennia of life-disrupting catastrophes, of a flood that was disastrous to mankind, to the land he occupied, and to the animals associated with him.[5]
The Genesis Flood, by Henry Morris and John Whitcomb, provides a good contrast to Dr. Ross's multiple/local catastrophe view.
Second Law of Thermodynamics 
The Second Law of Thermodynamics is a fundamental principle in modern science. Dr. Ross comments on the origin and usefulness of this law:
Moreover, the Second Law of Thermodynamics has nothing to do with man's sin. The Second Law of Thermodynamics is good for us. That's the law that says that things tend towards decay, from order to disorder, and we look at that as bad. But without the Second Law, organisms couldn't possibly exist. It would be far more chaotic if the Second Law of Thermodynamics were not in operation, and it would be far worse for the planet, if animals and plants did not die.[6]
Compare the statement by Dr. Ross to the one by Dr. Henry Morris, of ICR. It is important to observe the difference between the two. Dr. Morris says of the Second Law of Thermodynamics:
In the primeval creation, however, even though what we might call "decay" processes certainly existed (e.g., digestion, friction, water erosion, wave attenuation, etc.), they must all have balanced precisely with "growth" processes elsewhere whether within the individual systems, or perhaps more commonly, in an adjacent system, so that the entropy of the world as a whole would stay constant.[7] 
Dr. Morris states that before sin entered the world, there would have been no net deteriorating effects of the Second Law. Yet once Adam sinned, God cursed the world and all that is in it. Thus the "decay" that we see today is a result of man's sin (note Romans 8:20-21).
Hominids and "Spirit Man" 
Dr. Ross teaches that there were man-like creatures on the earth prior to Adam's creation. The distinction between the two groups is that Adam and his descendants "are aware of God and capable of forming relationships with Him." He says: 
Clearly, as man's story unfolds through subsequent chapters, one discovers that what makes him different is a quality called "spirit." Man is unique among all species of life. By "spirit" the Bible means aware of God and capable of forming a relationship with Him. Evidence of man's spiritual dimension would include divine worship, shown by religious relics, altars, and temples. From the Bible's perspective, painting, burial of dead, or use of tools would not qualify as conclusive evidence of the spirit. Moreover, non-spirit beings such as bower birds, elephants, and chimpanzees are observed to engage in these activities. 
While bipedal, tool-using, large-brained hominids roamed the earth at least as long ago as one million years, evidence for religious relics and altars dates back only 8,000 to 24,000 years. Thus, the secular anthropological date for the first spirit creatures is in complete agreement with the biblical date.[8]
Dr. Ross goes on to say that he believes Adam was not physically related to these hominids. He believes that they suffered a catastrophic extinction sometime before "spirit" man was created.

