In the News Media recently (August 2010), we were told that 2 planetary systems have been discovered around two sun-like stars that are a number of light years from us.  One system has a planet that is 1 ½ times the size of Earth and the other contains  at least 5 but probably 7 planets, one of which may be the right size and distance from its star to support life. Before I comment, we need to understand how distant planets are detected.

1. Farther out than a few light years, about 50 or more, the evidences of planets around stars is indirect evidence or inferred evidence.  The distances are just too great for any of the world’s telescopes (radio or visual) to “see” any planet.

2. One way to detect the presence of a planet is to watch the star and measure the changes in brightness as the planet passes across the star in our line of sight.  This then requires a calculation of many configuration possibilities to explain the observations.  The number of objects passing across the star can be determined with some degree of accuracy, jus as “there goes something” followed by “there goes another one“.  The more the brightness diminishes, the larger the object, or the farther out it is to the star.  The accuracy of the size of the object depends on the angle and latitude of the object’s passing and its distance from the star.  There is a lot of room for alternate calculations that would give the same result.

3. The second way to determine a planet’s presence is to measure the star’s wobble as it moves across the sky.  This measurement is difficult and not very precise.  The farther the star is from us the more difficult it becomes because the motion of the star is very small compared to a close star.  Red and blue shift measurements are very difficult to both accomplish and interpret.  The mass of a planet or planets can be estimated from this method.  Combining the two methods can give us an approximation of the planet’s density. Again, the calculations of a system of planets can have more than one result to explain the star’s wobble motions, including various periods of wobble due to multiple planets.

September 2008 was the first time that a star was imaged by infrared light, which shows 3 planets orbiting the star.  The images of 3 planets are just a small reddish dot.  This star is 140 light years away and 1.5 times the size of our Sun.  The 3 planets are 10 times, 10 times and 7 times the size of our Jupiter.  They are at distances from the star of 24, 37, and 67 AU (the distance from the Sun to earth).  In the images they appear as tiny dots.  Not much can be determined from the image, but the star's wobble indicates their masses. They are not in our line of sight, so we cannot determine much else.  To find a planet that is earth size and at the right distance from its star to have hospitable conditions is very hard to detect, let alone "see".  Analysis of the light reflecting from the planet is very difficult to measure and determine what its atmosphere's make-up might be.  This particular star may have a planet more earth size closer in, but it cannot be seen. Astronomers claim that they can determine if a planet has a rocky core.  I dispute that claim.  If the planet is in our line of sight and we can measure the change in star brightness, we may be able to determine its size and if we have a guess on the mass, we can calculate its probable density.  Other than that folks, don't let the News Media hoodwink you into believing that they have found life on another planet out there somewhere.

The bottom line is that astronomers can determine that objects rotate about a star, but the details of what the objects are is poetic license, with some (to be kind) speculation.  Because Evolutionists are so eager to “discover” “life” or even the remote possibility of “life” out there somewhere, the motive to interpret results is an overwhelming temptation to “fudge” the data and interpretations just a little bit.  I have no doubts that planets are out there, in fact, there are probably multitudes of them; but for life to be out there, we know that the Bible mentions nothing of the kind and even emphasizes that only the earth was created to sustain life, especially God’s crowning objects--mankind.  As you all know, the eagerness to find life out there is simply to show that there is no God, the Bible is wrong, and that we are not going to be held personally responsible for our actions.  As far as Astronomy Scientific integrity, it is debatable.
